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Abstract 
Awareness and usage of open educational resources (OER) in higher education is on the rise, thanks to 
OER advocates and digital repositories such as the Open Textbook Library, MERLOT, Cool4Ed, OER 
Commons, and more. But as the Open Education Librarian at the University of Arizona Libraries, I’ve 
encountered a variety of concerns from faculty and administrators about OER. These range from worries 
about content quality to the amount of time it takes faculty to adopt/adapt/create OER to the difficulty of 
finding OER in a particular subject (particularly for upper-division courses). Concerns also relate to 
academic freedom, campus bookstore relationships, copyright questions, confusion over Creative 
Commons licenses, and the technical difficulties of customizing digital OER. This presentation will share 
specific ways to address these concerns, resources you can share with faculty and administrators, and 
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OER = free + 
freedom to
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$650,000+
saved with OER at UA in 2.5 years
1) OER? Never heard of it
2) Quality is questionable
3) Too hard to find
4) Too much work to redo my course
5) Too hard to customize/create OER 
6) Nothing for my course
7) Not enough ancillaries 
8) OER infringe on faculty’s academic freedom
9) OER won’t help me get tenure
10) Campus store won’t cooperate
11) Copyright & Creative Commons licenses confusing





• Open Textbook Workshops 
for faculty (paying $200 
stipends + free lunch)
• Visits to departments with 
list of subject-specific OER 
options and OER 101 
handout
• Joint presentations with 
UA BookStores
• OER Action Committee and 
listserv
• 2017 Open Education 
Month events
• Open Textbook 
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My message to faculty:
“ You have complete academic freedom to 
choose the best course 








The real money makers
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Source: Institute for College Access & Success, https://ticas.org/print/posd/state_data/2017/az#overlay
Debt at Arizona public universities
Other good data to cite:
• Your Financial Aid Office’s annual estimate for books & supplies 
• State appropriations for higher education – State Higher Education 
Executive Officers (SHEEO), www.sheeo.org/projects/shef-fy16 
• 2016 textbook survey by Florida Virtual Campus, 
http://www.openaccesstextbooks.org/pdf/2016_Florida_Student_Textbook
_Survey.pdf
• SPARC Open Education site, https://sparcopen.org/open-education 
• OER Mythbusting, https://sparcopen.org/our-work/oer-
mythbusting
• Open Education Group research, 
http://openedgroup.org/publications
• OER Hub research, http://oerhub.net/research-outputs
• Student PIRGs research, https://studentpirgs.org/sp/our-
textbooks-research 
• SPARC LibOER listserv, https://sparcopen.org/our-work/sparc-
library-oer-forum
• Creative Commons Certificate programs, 
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/about/calendar










Unless otherwise noted, all photos 
are in the public domain
